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August 24, 2015
Dear Parent/Guardian,

Hello, my name is Jeuel Davis, and I am the Leader of Language Arts on Team White for the 7th grade. I have been very much anticipating the 2015-2016 school year, and I consider it a pleasure to be teaching your child! 
I am a graduate of Vanderbilt University in Nashville, Tennessee (Go Dores!), and I earned a Bachelor of Science in Secondary Education and English. I was born in Tampa, Florida, but I grew up in Clemson, South Carolina for the majority of my childhood. (Go Tigers!) I have five siblings and I am a middle child, so I definitely know what it is like to manage many personalities! Most importantly, I will work diligently to ensure that your child is provided a myriad of opportunities to learn about language arts, about themselves, and about the world around them. I am elated about being a part of the Cougar family and look forward to the experiences that will transpire in the classroom. 
As the parent/guardian of your child, you have the most influence on your child’s approach to education. For every student to be able to go home and be encouraged to achieve their academic goals is almost guaranteeing their success. So, I would like you to know that I value our communication. Please, please, please email me if you have any questions, comments, or concerns (jdavis11@wcpss.net). I will also be consistently updating my classroom website (http://www.jdavisela.weebly.com/) that will provide all information about the current activities and projects that your child will be doing so that you can be informed about their assignments as well. Once again, to optimize your child’s success, I believe he/she will need both you and me to make it happen, and I look forward to working with you to do so! 
Sincerely,

Ms. Jeuel Davis

Team Leader, Team White 7

Ms. Jeuel Davis

Email: jdavis11@wcpss.net
Website: http://www.jdavisela.weebly.com 
Room 1413 

TEAM WHITE 7th Grade Language Arts Syllabus

Throughout the 2015-2016 school year it will be OUR job to ensure that we engage in as much learning as possible! Of course in our classroom we will aim to improve our oral and written communication skills as well as all the skills related to reading; however, ultimately, I hope that each of us will be able to take what we learn beyond the books, beyond the classroom, and into our lives. Welcome to 7th grade Language Arts! I look forward to the relationships we will build, the experiences we will share, and the lessons we will learn! 

To be prepared for class EVERY day you should bring the following:
· Writing Utensil(s) and the appropriate replacement supply

· Composition/Spiral Notebook or Binder, Tablet, and Folder 
· A novel of your own or borrowed from the library

· Highlighter(s) and red pen
*A supply list is attached detailing all materials that will be needed throughout the year as well as a wish list detailing the materials I believe we need to create a positive, nurturing classroom environment. 

To ENTER the classroom correctly you should do the following:
· Sit in your assigned seat 

· Complete the bell-ringer and follow all instructions on the board
· Take out your novel to start Silent Sustained Reading (SSR)
To EXIT the classroom correctly you should do the following:

· Turn in all paperwork 

· Record homework
· Clean your assigned area leaving it better than you found it

· Wait until you are dismissed by your teacher BEFORE turning in your notebook/binder and leaving the room
Classroom Rules

1. Be prepared for class. Bring the materials and attitude you need to learn.
2. Be respectful of yourself, your teacher, and your classmates.
3. Be considerate of space, time, and opinions.
4. Be obedient to ALL school rules and policies.

Classroom Goals 

Classroom goals are characteristics I believe we should all aim to achieve inside and outside of the classroom. These are NOT rules and will not be things that we are able to achieve perfectly; however, I believe these goals to be ones that we can all aspire to on a daily basis. 

1. Be positive. 
2. Be excellent.
3. Be relentless. 
4. Be ethical. 
In the event that you are following classroom rules and achieving classroom goals, the following will occur: 
I am ALWAYS looking to reward my students for good behavior.  I will give out PBIS tickets frequently, and you may turn in those tickets for the following things:

10 tickets = you may eat outside with a friend 

25 tickets= you may choose your seat in the classroom 

40 tickets= you may choose a school appropriate youtube.com video (that I must preview) to show to at the end of class. 
100 tickets= you may trade your tickets in for your favorite candy
**There will also be a friendly competition between classes to see who can gather the most tickets. The class that gathers the most tickets at the end of each semester will win a party thrown by me in my classroom! 
In the event that you are not following school rules and/or are repeatedly disregarding classroom goals, the following will occur:

1st time and 2nd time= I will give you a warning.

3rd time= I will move your seat.
4th time= You will receive silent lunch.
5th time= I will contact your parent/guardian, and you will lose participation points. 
**I reserve the right to call/email home OR excuse you from the classroom at any point if your behavior is keeping you or others from learning.  

Tardy Policy

· Students are expected to be in the classroom when the bell rings in order to maximize our time for teaching and learning.

· If a student is not in the classroom by the time the bell rings, he/she must wait outside the door until entry is permitted.  

· On a team level, five or more tardies per week will result in silent lunch on Fridays and a discussion with the teacher(s) whose class for which the student has not been on time.
· If being tardy becomes a habit, documentation will be sent to administration, and parents will be notified. 

Grading Policy
The school-wide grading policy is as follows:

· Homework = 10%

· Minor Assessments (assess one or two objectives) = 15%
· Classwork (class discussion, group work, etc.)
· Quizzes 
· Major Assessments (assess several objectives) = 75%
· Tests

· Projects/Challenges
· Essays  
· Presentations
Grading Scale

A = 90-100; B = 80-89; C = 70-79; D = 60-69; F < 59
Make-Up Work

· When students are absent for 1-3 days, they shall be given 1 day for each day they were absent to make up their work with no penalty. When students are absent for more than 3 days, they shall be given 2 days for each day they were absent to make up their work with no penalty. 
· If the absence is approved in advance and/or if the work is assigned by me in advance, all make-up work, including tests assigned for the day of return, is due upon the student’s return to school.
· It is the student’s responsibility to check the classroom website and/or speak with me about his/her make-up work. 

Missing Work
· Students are expected to make up all missing work. 
· Homework - Students (who were not absent) who do not complete homework by the due date will receive no lower than a 50% for the assignment. 

· Minor and Major Assessments - Students will have an opportunity to complete missing minor and major assessments with no grade penalty up until one week before the quarter’s end. 
· Missing assignments will be entered in the gradebook as “0” prior to the end of the quarter. At that time, all missing work that has not yet been submitted will receive a 50%.
Retests

Any student who desires to retake a minor or major assessment will be provided the opportunity to do so up until one week before the quarter’s end. In order to retest a student must:

· Complete any assessments and/or homework that were assigned prior to the test. 

· Notify me at least one week in advance to schedule the date and time (will typically be before or after school, during lunchtime office hours, or SSR) for retesting.

Academic Recovery
Carroll Magnet Middle School is committed to providing opportunities for academic success for all students. At the end of each nine weeks of a course (except for Quarter 4), a student who earns a grade lower than 60% will be assigned to an “Academic Recovery Plan” so that the student has an opportunity to relearn material and meet course objectives. At the end of the course, the subject teacher will revise the quarter grade to a 60% if the student meets the following criteria:
· The student completes an “Academic Recovery Plan” developed by the student and teacher.
· The student maintains an average of 70% or higher for the next nine weeks.
Extra Credit
Extra credit will not be offered to students. Student may improve grades by completing missing work, retaking assessments, or completing an Academic Recovery Plan (if eligible).
Tutoring

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, tutoring is available on any day of the week except Tuesday, from 2:30 to 3:30pm. If you need tutoring, please set up your appointment AT LEAST one day in advance. As the year progresses, and after-school commitments increase, I will need at least one day’s notice to adjust my personal plans and confirm if I am available for the day requested. 
Communication is Key!

If at any time you need to contact me, I am always on my email (jdavis11@wcpss.net). I take communication very seriously as it is the only way to share successes and address issues in an appropriate manner, so please do not hesitate to contact me. Additionally, you can access my classroom website to view all assignments, lesson plans, etc. It can be found on the school website and at this link: http://www.jdavisela.weebly.com 
Remind101

If you would like to receive weekly alerts about assignments and other happenings in our class, you can set up a Remind101 account and subscribe to my messages by doing the following: 

· Send a text to 81010 with this message: @daviscrew9.  
· Once you have sent this message, you will be asked to send your name. Please use your first and last name, so that I can identify you 
· If you are a parent please use somehow identify which student is yours. For example, “Jeff Davis (Jeuel’s dad)” OR “Jeuel’s dad – Jeff” 
Please provide your signature below, indicating that you have received and read the following items: parent letter, syllabus, supply list, and wish list. 

Parent Name _________________________

Signature ___________________________ 
Date ___________
Student Name/Signature _______________________________ 
Supply List for English Language Arts 2015-2016
· A method for storing paper: 1 inch binder with college ruled loose leaf paper, spiral notebook, composition notebook, etc. 
· Basic 2-pocket folder without prongs 
· Multiple pens and pencils 
· 3 highlighters (3 different colors) 
· 3 red pens 
· Extra erasers/white-out/lead

Wish List for English Language Arts 2015-2016
The following items are ones that I believe would infinitely improve our classroom environment as well as the variety of activities that students will be able to engage in during our class. Thus, even if you could pitch in to bring in one of these items, it would be greatly appreciated! 

· Kleenex

· Lysol disinfectant wipes

· Hand sanitizer

·  Headphones

· Markers

· Colored pencils

· Scissors

· Glue sticks

